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"To educate to agriculture, it
seems essential to do it through
institutions where the ideals and
the aspirations are in close sym
pathy with rural life."—DR. C.
A. ZAVITZ, Ontario Agricultural
College.

' I 'HE West Central School and Station was cre-*• ated by the Legislature of 1909. During the
intervening years, 2832 students have been enrolled
in the regular long term courses, and 873 have
graduated. From a meagre beginning, it has in two
decades become one of the outstanding schools of
its kind. This brief summary of its services and
its enlarging opportunity for further service is
made with the thought that it may be helpful in
appraising the value of its usefulness.
Education for Agriculture and Home Making
The West Central School was set up to give
practical training in agriculture and home making
to farm boys and girls in west central Minnesota.
It is well staffed and well equipped to offer such
training. Throughout the years, it has diligently
adhered to this objective, believing that welltrained farmers and home makers living on good
Minnesota farms, must be the basis upon which
the solidarity of the commonwealth will always
depend. Since 1915 high wages and salaries in
the industries and trades and the glamour of city
life have made a stronger appeal to farm youth
than agriculture. Yet it is interesting to note
that during this same time it has firmly established
itself as a practical farm school that farmers in
increasing numbers have taken advantage of in
giving their sons and daughters an education. The
School of Agriculture takes these young people
after they have graduated from the rural schools,
gives them a three- or four-year course of voca
tional training in which the cultural side of their
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education is not neglected, and returns them to the
farm to take up the active duties of farm and
home life.
What Are the Graduates Doing?
This is the final test of the value of any school
to society. That the West Central School is meet
ing the purpose for which it was established, may
be indicated by the fact that over 80% of its
graduates and former students are actively en
gaged in the vocations of farming and home mak
ing. Notwithstanding the difficult times, they be
lieve in rural life and are laying the foundations
for better times ahead.
Community Service
In practically every community in west central
Minnesota, there will be found graduates and
former students of the Morris school, who oc
cupy positions of leadership and trust in their
home communities. As officers and members of
Farm Clubs, Farm Bureaus, Farmers Unions,
Shipping Associations, Cooperative Creameries,
religious and social organizations, they are taking
an active part in the development of the rural life
of their communities. The sum total of their con
tributions is a factor of far reaching value.
Training of farm leaders and intelligent follow
ers has been, and will continue to be, an important
service rendered by the West Central School.
Training of Great Value at This Time
It is to be regretted that so many of our farm
youth find it impossible to attend the Agricul
tural School at the present time, since the train4

ing it offers is perhaps more necessary now than
ever before. In these times the farmer must be
as self-sufficient as possible if he is to continue
to operate his farm. The West Central School
has always operated on the principle that self help
is one of the best forms of farm relief. Courses
are taught which give the farm boy a practical
knowledge of mechanics. Such things as Care and
Repair of Motors, Farm Carpentry, Farm Struc
tures, Blacksmithing, and Care and Repair of
Farm Equipment, make him master of his ma
chines. Farm Butchering, Livestock Management,
Crop Production, Poultry Raising, Plant and
Animal Diseases, and a large number of other
courses make him an efficient farmer. Farm
Management, Farm Finance, Agricultural Eco
nomics, Marketing, and Rural Sociology are
courses designed to assist him in bringing about
a better organized agriculture and gaining for
the farmer his just share of the national income.
Economy of production and operation is stressed.
The old idea of making two blades of grass
grow where one grew before has never been the
aim of this school. Rather produce the one at the
lowest possible production cost and market it in
its most valuable form.
Girls are taught such courses as Foods and
Cookery, Home Dressmaking, Make-over of
Clothing, Home Decoration, Home Nursing,
Budgeting of the Family Income; in short, a
complete course in Home Management. The suc
cessful farmer must have a good wife and these
girls go out from school equipped with the knowl
edge that will enable them to be real partners in
the business of making a happy, successful farm
home.
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The School Carried to the Farm
A student at the West Central School of Agri
culture spends the six winter months, when farm
work is least pressing, in school.
When he
leaves to go home in the spring, the school goes
with him, if he so desires. In the home project
work carried out under the supervision of faculty
members, he may put into practice on the farm
such projects as Corn Growing, Crop Production,
Swine Management, Sheep and Dairy Manage
ment, Care and Management of Poultry, Keeping
of Farm Accounts on the Home Farm, Fruit Grow
ing, Care and Beautification of the Farmyard, and
Care and Repair of Tractor. During the years
since 1924, a total of 1,274 boys' home projects
have been carried on, and approximately a similar
number of girls' projects in the home. The influ
ence of this number of students in introducing
new ideas and practical methods in the home and
on the farm has increased the effectiveness of
the student and has been of value to the com
munity.
Careful observation shows that the
teaching value of these projects has been multi
plied many times.
Women's Clubs Give Loan Fund
The Seventh District Federation of Women's
Clubs has recently given the West Central School
the sum of $1000 to be used as a loan fund to
help needy and deserving students. Other groups
and individuals are also offering scholarships for
the same purpose. The graduating classes of 1930
and 1931 have given a loan fund of $450 to help
other boys and girls to have the same opportuni
ties they have enjoyed.
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Some Enrollment Figures
School
Year
1916-17
1917-18
1918-19
1919-20
1920-21
1921-22
1922-23
1923-24
1924-25
1925-26
1926-27
1927-28
1928-29
1929-30
1930-31
1931-32
1932-33

Students
Enrolled
in Regular
Courses
137
172
227
258
233
204
269
276
325
339
352
334
324
388
385
256
187

Dormitory
Capacity
150
150
150
150
225
225
225
225
225
225
300
300
300
330
330
330
330

Enrollment
in Short
Courses
187
328
479
435
155
176
222
405
579
803
825
742
722
766
708
680
680*

* Estimated.

The Present Emergency
The enrollment at the West Central School has
shown a consistent gain since 1917, excepting the
depression years of 1921-22 and the present emer
gency. It must be remembered that practically
the entire student body comes from rural homes,
and while the expense of going to the Agricul
tural School is not large, yet it is an unsurmountable difficulty for the great majority at this time.
The present depressed price levels of farm prod
ucts leave the farmer no funds for sending his son
or daughter to the farm school. This can be
only a temporary situation and judging by the
record of the past, the school should again be
filled to capacity as soon as some measure of
income returns to the farming business. Should
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there be no immediate raise in the price levels
of farm products, it will be necessary to lower
living costs to at least meet the farmer part of the
way. It is expected that this will be possible be
fore another school year begins.
The School and 4-H Club Work
Cooperation in carrying on 4-H Club Work in
west central Minnesota has been an important
activity of the school. Financial assistance in
maintaining a district 4-H Club Leader for this
territory has been given. Each year since 1916 a
4-H Club training school and encampment for
club members and leaders has been conducted at
the school. Last year 680 boys and girls attended
this short course. Faculty members of the school
give liberally of their time in speaking and teach
ing at these short courses, and other 4-H Club
meetings conducted throughout the district.
The Experiment Station
The Experiment Station associated with the
West Central School has proved to be a valuable
service to the agriculture of western Minnesota,
and has contributed much to the soundness of
the instruction offered in the school courses. The
staff members in charge of experimental work also
do the teaching during the school year. Mention
of a few of the activities of the Station may be
of interest.
Seven Years of Lamb Feeding Experiments
Believing that western Minnesota could add a
new farm enterprise to its farm management set
up, the Station began lamb feeding experiments in
1926 to determine the possibility of feeding western
8

range lambs with \>ur farm grown feeds. These
experiments have been continued each year, and
today the West Central Station has perhaps the
most valuable and complete data on lamb feeding
in the entire country. It is a real contribution
to Minnesota agriculture. The annual lamb feed
ers' days at the Station have become meetings
of state-wide importance to stockmen. And lamb
feeding is becoming an enterprise of increasing
importance on Minnesota farms. On January 1,
1929, there were only 44,000 western lambs on feed
in Minnesota. By January 1, 1933, this number
had been increased to 225,000. This is an increase
of 500% in four years. It is apparent that Min
nesota farmers will soon absorb a large proportion
of the feeder lamb crop that has heretofore gone
into other corn belt states for fattening. The
work the Station has done in this one enterprise
has perhaps returned more than its entire cost to
the taxpayers.
Service to the Poultry Raiser
The Poultry Department of the West Central
Station has been of much practical servic'e to
poultrymen through the distribution of high pro
duction breeding stock and the contribution of
experimental feeding work. Approximately four
thousand chicks are distributed to the farmers of
western Minnesota each year. These birds are
all from high production pedigreed stock and have
proved to be of real value in improving farm
stock.
Bulletin No. 286, published in 1932, covers three
years of investigational work on the value of cod
liver oil as a supplement to farm grown grains in
feeding laying hens. The work covered amounts
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of cod liver oil which should be fed, as well as
the length of time the supplement was needed.
These data make available to the producers the
fact that cod liver oil will increase materially
both the production of eggs and the percentage
of hatch when fed to pullets during the winter
months and that this increase, under normal con
ditions, more than justifies the cost of the cod
liver oil. The large demand for the bulletin is
an indication of value of the work.
Registered Seed Grain Distributed
The Station has had a large part in the de
velopment of the plant breeding program of the
Minnesota Experiment Station. A service of real
importance rendered to the farmers of western
Minnesota, has been the growing and distribution
of registered seed grain. During the past ten
years approximately eleven thousand bushels of
certified registered seed grain, corn and alfalfa,
representing the newly introduced varieties pro
duced by the University of Minnesota, have been
grown at the Morris Station and distributed to
reliable growers in all sections of western and
central Minnesota. These new varieties have in
creased crop yields, decreased production costs,
and removed many of the disease and weather
hazards that crop production has always been
subject to. The Station maintains registered seed
stocks of these varieties for farmers and seed
growers.
Soil Management Practices Established
Determining the value of various cropping meth
ods including three-, four- and five-year
rotations,
the suitability of alfalfa and sweet clover in such
rotations, the proper methods of utilizing clovers,
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the use of commercial phosphorus and other fer
tilizers in comparison with farmyard manure, have
been a part of the Soil Management program of
the West Central Station. Results of these in
vestigations conducted since 1914 furnish data for
the management of western Minnesota soils that
make possible the most intelligent and successful
soil practices. These long time experiments are
destined to become classic in soil research work
in Minnesota. The data they yield is in increas
ing demand and as the maintenance of soil fertility
becomes an increasing factor to be reckoned with,
the Station will make an important contribution
in this field.
The School Publications
The school bulletin is published each year in
June for the forthcoming school year. It gives
complete information concerning the regular ses
sions, including the school calendar, the faculty,
general information, school expenses, courses of
study, and description of all courses. The school
bulletin is mailed upon application to all prospec
tive students and others who may be interested
Address all inquiries to P. E. Miller, Superin
tendent, The West Central School of Agriculture,
Morris, Minnesota.
Bulletins and mimeographed reports giving the
results of experimental work are published from
time to time. The recent publications by the poul
try, animal husbandry and crops departments have
all been called for in large volume, indicating the
value of this work to the farmers of the district.
The West Central School News is also published
quarterly. This little publication is for the benefit
of the students and alumni and those young people
interested in attending the Agricultural School.
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"The University of Minnesota
Farm Schools have worked out
a system of teaching agriculture
to farm boys and girls by actual
experience which far surpasses
anything of its kind in the United
.States."—DR. ALBERT BUSHNELL
HART, Harvard University.

